
Inventory No: SWN.147

Historic Name: Marvel, A. T. House

Common Name:

Address: 15 Mattapoisett Ave

City/Town: Swansea

Village/Neighborhood: South Swansea; Gardner's Neck;

Local No: 5;

Year Constructed: 1898

Architectural Style(s): Shingle Style;

Architect(s): Marvell, Edward I.;

Use(s): Secondary Dwelling House;

Significance: Architecture; Recreation;

Area(s): SWN.F

Designation(s): Nat'l Register District (02/16/1990); Nat'l Register MRA (02/16/1990);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Wood Shingle;

Demolished No
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AREA FORM NO, 

Town 

Address 15 K a t t a p o i s e t t Avenue 

Historic Name A. T. M a r v e l 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1898 

bummer Res i d e n c e 
summer Res i d e n c e 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y 
Source Deeds, f a l l R i v e r , MA 

Style SHINGI 

o r 

Architect Edward M a r v e l 
Exterior Wall Fabric Shing! 

intersection(s). 
Indicate north

 L e g A
 ^

i j L n 

Outbuildings two-car s h i n g l e garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) Bac 
Moved t o e a s t s i d e c. 1Q K 

• 

• 

o 

1 % 
e 

Condition . ' e l l p r e s e r v e d 

..... 

) ° Moved _ 

Acreage 

Date 

or les 

UTM REFERENCE 

T4-

Setting O v e r l o o k i n g Lee's R i v e r and 

wft̂ y i,ew E n g l a n d E l e c t r i c on an open anc 
; r e e l e s s l o t . 

USGS QUADRANGLE r&l^W€r.QfkLSs,(cX 196 7-79 

SCALE 

Recorded by ..-y j l y x ^ / E - A. ^ a r i n ^ 
A p r i l , J-9 /b 

Organization ..- — - : - '- -" -
Commission 

Date January, IS 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

v̂gK}. iH 7 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

As one o f the o r i g i n a l seven houses o f "The Colony," No. 15 K a t t a p o i s e t t Avenue 
b u i l t i n 1898, i s a f a i r l y l a r g e but p l a i n d w e l l i n g i n t h e s h i n g l e s t y l e . T h i s 
two and a h a l f s t o r y , f o u r - b a y square house i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by i t s encompassin, 
gambrel r o o f l i n e w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e d a p o r t i o n o f the t h r e e - s i d e d p o r c h w i t h 
s i m p l e p o r c h s u p p o r t s a n d . s p i n d l e s . The shed t r i p l e dormer has two over two 
l i g h t s as do. t h e o t h e r windows i n t h e house. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

At t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y t h e p o i n t o f l a n d a t t h e end o f Gardner's Neck 
f a c i n g Lee's R i v e r and Mt. Hope Bay was i d e a l f o r summer r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 
Seven houses i n c l u d i n g No. 15 K a t t a p o i s e t t Avenue, were b u i l t i n t h i s a r e a 
between I896 and 1902 f o r F a l l R i v e r f a m i l i e s who came t o spend t h e summer i n 
Swansea. T h i s group o f houses was known as "The Colony." "The Colony" i s 
d e s c r i b e i n a r e a form. 

) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , MA 

Deed from Robert A. W i l c o x and E r i c Borden t o An n i e C. M a r v e l 
March 1, IS98 - Book 56, page 4-38 

8/85 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 
A ^ 1 

1. Town SWANSEA 

Address 15 M a t t a p o l s e t t Avenue 

Name 
Present use Summer r e s i d e n c e 

Present owner E o u i s e T. G o t t r e l l 

Description: 
Date 1 8

98 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source B r i s t o 1 County R e g i s t r y 
of Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Msu 

Style SHINGLE 

Architect Mr. Edward M a r v e l l 

Exterior wall fabric S h i n g l e s 

; o-et Outbuildings (describe) Garage 

o 

0 

iA 
Q 

Other features P o r c h on t h r e e s i d e s of 
house 

Altered B a c k s t a i r s Date c . 1950 
moved, t o e a s t s i d e 

Moved Date 
Lot size: 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 100* 

• 

6. 

• 

30M-5-77 

RECEIVED 
(over) 

JUN 13 i97
8 

Approximate distance of building from street 

10' 
Recorded by Mrs. E l l i s A. Waring 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 

Date A P r i l 25,1978 

"MASS. Hi ST. COMM. 



7. Original owner (if known)_ 
Summer r e s i d e n c e 

Annie C. M a r v e i l 

Original use 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ Same u n t i l p r e s e n t 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
Community developments 

T h i s house was one of seven b u i l t between I896 and 1902 
f o r F a l l R i v e r f a m i l i e s who came t o spend the summer i n 
Swansea. The group of houses was known as "The Colony" 
and i s d e s c r i b e d as an A r e a on a n o t h e r s h e e t . 

R e c r e a t i o n s 
S i n c e t h e s e houses 
o f Gardner's Neck, 

were b u i l t on a p o i n t o f l a n d , a t ^ t h e end. 
and f a c e d Lee *s R i v e r and Mount Hope 

Bay, summer r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , such as swimming, 
b o a t i n g ana f i s h i n g were r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

B r i s t o l County R e g i s t r y of Deeds, F a l l R i v e r , Ma. 
Deed from Robert A. W i l c o x and E r i c Borden t o Annie C. M a r v e i l 

March 1, l«yb - Book 56, page 43« 


