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D a t e : September 19. 1980 

Hun i c i p a l i t y __^¥^ea S : H. N . S . H. X 

S t r e e t Name , & Route i M i l e s B r i d g e I.E.A. BuBrgtown B r i d g e 

O v e r p a l n e r R i v e r 

S t r e e t Name & Route g O l d P r o v i d t 

B r i d g e No. 3-35-1 B r i d g e Key #_B_T? 640 00* 001 P i St. 6 
CRITERIA FOR DETERMINATION OF HISTORIC S I G N I F I C A N C E 

I . B u i l d e r s C o n t r i b u t i o n 

Q u a n t i t y 

Unknown X S e v e r a l Many 
(1-10) (10 o r ;-nore) 

Name o f B u i l d e r : 

Designer: 

P l a a u e : Y e s No. X 

I I . AGE: P r e 1850 1850-1900 1900-1930 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1938 I I . TECHNICAL . . . . . . . . . . . 

B r i d c e Tv^e M u l t i - s p a n , r e i n f o r c e d c o n c r e t e s l a b and l o n g i t u d i n a l beam deck 
B r i d g e W i c t h -y\T s u p p o r t e d on c o n c r e t e p x l e Dents 
T o t a l L e n g t h o f B r i d g e 119* • • « ' 

Number o f Spans: 4- _Span L e n g t h s 30-30-30-2> 
P a t e n t e d : Yes No Unknown _ 
Load C a r r y i n g C a p a c i t y : A d e q u a t e x • I n a d e q u a t e 
C o n f i g u r a t i o n : U n i q u e U n u s u a l Common X 
Types o f M a t e r i a l s : 

C o n c r e t e 

L i s t S p e c i a l F e a t u r e s and M o d i f i c a t i o n s : 
B r i d g e o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n 1600's, l a s t r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

t o o k P l a c e i n 1938 



ENVIRONMENTAL 

A e s t h e t i c s : U n u s u a l .Good ^_ Common X 
S i t e I n t e g r i t y : R e t a i n e d X V i o l a t e d 
H i s t o r y o f Bridge and Area: T b ± g ± g ^ Q f e a r l i e s t Midges e r e c t e d i n 
t h i s s e c t i o n o f B r i s t o l C o u n t y ( " 6 0 0 1 s > . I n 1749 an a c t was p a s s e d a l l o w i n g t h e 
town t o r a i s e funds by l o t t e r y f o r t h e r e b u i l d i n g o f t h e b r i d g e . T h i s i s known 
as t h e " M i l e s B r i d g e L o t t e r y " and i s r e c o r d e d as 'a h i s t o r i c a l event i n t h e boo! 
" H i s t o r y o f Swansea". The b r i d g e i s l o c a t e d i n ' a n a r e a where t h e Barney F a m i l y 
ECONOMICS ( C o n t i n u e d on a t t a c h e d s h e e t ) 
Owner: M u n i c i p a l X C o u n t y _ S t a t e _ F e d e r a l 

R.R. 

What i s y o u r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n ? 
M a i n t e n a n c e R e p l a c e m e n t R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
Are- m a t e r i a l s a v a i l a b l e f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n : Y e s x _ N o 

I s s t r u c t u r e s c h e d u l e d f o r r e p l a c e m e n t ? Y e s X No -

PHOTOS - INDICATE SHOTS TAKEN 

2. 
•a 

1: 

S e t t i n g 
B u i l d e r s P l a q u e 7. 
3/4 V i e w 8. 
T h r u V i e w 
U n d e r V i e w 

E l e v a t i o n 
J o i n t & C o n n e c t i o n s 
M a c h i n e r y 
D e c o r a t i v e F e a t u r e s 

COMMENTS & CONCLUSIONS 

1. I n y o u r j u d g e m e n t , d o e s t h i s b r i d g e h a v e h i s t o r i c v a l u e ? Y e s No. 
2. P l e a s e e x p l a i n y o u r a n s w e r t o #1 

The area where the bridge i s located i s h i s t o r i c a l , however, the 
bridge has been' reconstrucired several-Mmee-,-3-932 being the most r e c e n t . 
It i s of a common design with no unusual c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

r e p a r e r : «IUIW F.' •;mTTY 

: ̂  i . J r i . CIV . KNCiK . 

a t e o f S u r v e y : g g j ^ 

INCLUDE TOPO SHEET SHOWING LOCATION 



HISTORY OP BRIDGE AND AREA: ( c o n t . ) 

became major s h i p - b u i l d e r s , t h e y b u i l t o v e r ^4-9 v e s s e l s . Mr. Moses Barney 
b u i l t more v e s s e l s t h a n any o t h e r man i n t h e c o u n t r y had b u i l t a t t h a t t i m e . 

T h i s town i s memorable as t h e p l a c e where t h e f i r s t E n g l i s h b l o o d 
was shed i n "Kings P h i l i p ' s War". On Sunday, June 20, 1675 war commenced. A 
company o f 110 v o l u n t e e r s marched from B o s t o n t o Swansea and j o i n e d t h e f o r c e s 
t h e r e . Mr. M i l e s ' house, l o c a t e d 500 f t . s o u t h o f t h e b r i d g e , b e i n g g a r r i s o n e d , 
was made t h e i r h a e d q u a r t e r s . About a dozen o f t h e t r o o p went i m m e d i a t e l y over 
t h e b r i d g e , where t h e y were f i r e d upon out o f t h e bushes, and one was k i l l e d 
and one was wounded. The E n g l i s h f o r c e s pursued enemy and t h e I n d i a n s 
t o o k t o t h e swamp a f t e r h a v i n g l o s t a h a l f - d o z e n o f t h e i r number. 

The t r o o p s commenced t h e i r p u r s u i t o f t h e I n d i a n s . Next morning t h e y 
p a s s e d o v e r M i l e s B r i d g e and p r o c e e d e d down t h e r i v e r t i l l t h e y came t o t h e 
narrow o f t h e neck. There t h e y found t h e heads o f e i g h t E n g l i s h m e n t h a t t h e 
I n d i a n s had murdered, s t u c k on p o l e s ; t h e s e t h e y b u r i e d . 

D u r i n g t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y War t h e B r i t i s h e n r o u t e t o Rhode I s l a n d , 
marched over t h i s b r i d g e . 
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DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY (MHC OPINION) 

TO: RETURN TO REVIEWER BY 
FROM: 

DATE: 

(DATE) 

TOWN: S^frMSg: A 

PROPERTY: j)ptu Bo<5y * S-^S--! M\l&> g r . ' dy . tfVe^r Pqltvyfer "RiVcv 
(NAME AND ADDRESS) 

1. Does this property meet the criteria for NR eligibility? 
D YES 

A. Criteria . , „ _ f 

a. events wAl t f> »it . 
b. lives \ 
c. characteristics -
d. information 

B. Local State National 

2. Statement of Significance: OR Why not eligible? 

— — • • • • ^ ' 

T l , , • ... , _ p. 0 . f-„ ' . i A „n L-vf/Ars L . 14--

"\VXJ> ̂eojT. 

QDOE LETTER WRITTEN FILED IN ER FILE_ 

(DATE) 


