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Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House;

Significance: Agriculture; Architecture;

Area(s): SWN.H

Designation(s): Nat'l Register Individual Property (02/16/1990); Nat'l Register MRA (02/16/1990);

Building Materials: Roof: Asphalt Shingle;
Wall: Brick;

Demolished No
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FORM B - BUILDING 
OFFICE COPY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ^0 NOT REMOVE 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 

JEA ~ ^ L L FORK NO. 

150 

BOSTON, MA 02116 
Swansea, Mass. MRA 
SWANSEA 

ss 132 Bay Point Avenue 

r i c Name Harold H. Anthony House 

Present Residence 

Original Residence 

IPTION 
1922 

pe Assessor's records 

Georgian Revival 

•ft ted R. Clipston Sturgis 
Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Exterior Wall Fabric brick 

Outbuildings 2-car brick garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) south porch 
enclosed (1930) 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date 

Acreage approximately 1.7 acres 

Setting one of the larger properties i n 

the area overlooking Mt. Hope Bay; 

simple landscaping, c i r c u l a r driveway 

IFM REFERENCE 19 315970 4619820 

USGS QUADRANGLE F a l l River, MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by R. A. Waring/K. Flynn/K. Broomer 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Date A p r i l 1978/January 1986/October 1989 



( 

5 W N ) . i 5 o 

NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Harold Anthony House, 132 Bay Point Avenue, retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design/ 
setting, materials, workmanship, and association and i s s i g n i f i c a n t on the l o c a l l e v e l . -
The house meets C r i t e r i o n A for i t s association with the suburbanization of Gardner's Neck 
i n South Swansea i n the early decades of the 20th century, and C r i t e r i o n C as a prominent 
architect-designed house of brick, an unusual building material i n r e s i d e n t i a l construction 
i n Swansea. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terns of 
other buildings within the community. 

This elegant two-story brick house i n the Georgian Revival s t y l e was designed by 
Boston architect R. Clipston Sturgis i n 1922. The gabled structure consists of a rectangular 
main block with two four-bay wings extending south toward Mtv Hope Bay. The main 
entry i s marked by a fu l l - h e i g h t portico with Doric columns flanked by gabled wall dormers. 
On the south elevation, a center-entry porch facing the bay i s distinguished by 
exposed raf t e r s and paired columns; the porch was enclosed with multi-pane sash ca. 1930. 
A l l window sash on the brick elevations are contained i n brick segmental-arch or 
rectangular surrounds. 

As a brick house, 132 Bay Point Avenue i s unusual i n Swansea, where both year-round and 
summer homes are generally clad i n wood. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 

building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t on land at the end of Gardner's Neck and bought by Harold Anthony's 
father, David M. Anthony, i n 1883 (see Form F149). The land had been i n the Gardner 
family from 1694 to 1867, and had been used for farming. Mr. David Anthony continued 
to operate a farm on the property u n t i l 1895, when he b u i l t a summer residence facing 
Mt. Hope Bay. He sold some of hi s land along Lee's River and the Bay to F a l l River 
families who followed h i s example and b u i l t summer homes. In 1922, h i s son, Harold, 
b u i l t t h i s brick residence as a permanent home. The younger Anthony was at the forefront 
of the movement to make Swansea a suburban, rather than simply a summer resort, town. 
The next f i f t y years brought winterization of summer homes throughout Gardner's Neck. 

R. Clipston Sturgis (b. 1860) of Boston had a varied career that focused on r e s i d e n t i a l 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l design. With William Chapman and Robert D. Andrews, Sturgis was involved 
i n the addition of white marble wings to the Massachusetts State House i n 1914-1917. 
He began his architectural career i n the o f f i c e of John H. Sturgis, and i n 1888 succeeded 
to partnership with William R. Cabot. Among hi s other commissions are the Arlington (Mass.) 
Town H a l l , W h i t i n s v i l l e (Mass.) Library (1925), and a house i n Lancaster, Mass. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Assessor's records, Swansea, Mass. (1922). 
Boston Public Library, Fine Arts Dept., Boston architects f i l e . 
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UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE F , l i i > w ^ - j q < , 7 - 7 $ 
SCALE 

AREA FORM NO. 

IP*" 

Town 

Address *32 Bay P o i n t Road 

Historic Name H a r o l d H o r t o n Anthony 

r i o u s e 

Use: Present 

Original 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1 9 2 2 

r e s i d e n c e 

r e s i d e n c e 

Source A s s e s s o r s r e c o r d s 

Style C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l -

Architect R. C l i p s t o n 3 t u r g i s , Boston 
Met • 

Exterior Wall Fabric b r i c k 
Outbuildings Q-r.nr b r i c k garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) south 
t e r r a c e e n c l o s e d as sun po r c h 1930 
Condition B a s i c o r i g i n a l f a b r i c k e p t 
i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n 

Moved Date 

Acreage l . f c p l u : 

Setting-Situated on one o f the l a r g e r 

p r o p e r t i e s i n t h e a r e a o v e r l o o k i n g 

l i t . Rope Bay, the g r a c i o u s house i s 

s i m p l y l a n d s c a p e d w i t h a c i r c u l a r " — — — _ _ _ _ _ .veway 
Recorded by Kay F l y n n / g.A. "f a r i n g 

' ' A p r i l 1! j y£ 
Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 

Commission 
Date J a r -arv 

^4 

'ii'ltyiilli'iiir'* 



5V\JI-J. ISO C ( 
NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

A r c h i t e c t u a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t due t o th e f a c t t h a t i t i s d e s i g n e d by a foremost 
B o s t o n C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l a r c h i t e c t , C l i p s t o n S t u r g i s , i n a summer community 
removed from 3 o s t o n . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

A s u b t l y e l e g a n t t w o - s t o r y b r i c k C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l c e n t e r e d g a b l e d house was 
de s i g n e d by R. C l i p s t o n S t u r g i s i n 1922, The a c c e n t u a t e d f r o n t e n t r a n c e i s 
a t w o - s t o r y extended p o r t i c o s u p p o r t e d by D o r i c columns. Pedimented second 
f l o o r dormers f l a n k t h e f r o n t e n t r a n c e . A n g l e d toward t h e bay, t h e wings o f 
f o u r - b a y s each i s u n u s u a l . As a r e s i d e n c e , summer o r w i n t e r , i t was unique 
i n Swansea i n 1922. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

T h i s house was b u i l t on l a n d a t t h e end o f Gardner's Neck bought by H a r o l d 
Anthony's f a t h e r , D a v i d M. Anthony, i n I883. The l a n d had been i n t h e Gardner 
f a m i l y from 1694 t o 1867, and had been used f o r f a r m i n g . Mr. David- Anthony 
c o n t i n u e d t o o p e r a t e a farm but i n I896 he b u i l t a summer r e s i d e n c e f a c i n g 
t h e Mount Hope Bay. He s o l d some o f h i s l a n d a l o n g Lee's R i v e r and t h e Bay 
to F a l l R i v e r f a m i l i e s who s u b s e q u e n t l y f o l l o w e d h i s example and b u i l t summer 
homes a l s o . I n 1922, h i s son, H a r o l d , was i n t h e f o r e f r o n t o f th e movement 
t o make Swansea a suburban town. A l t h o u g h h i s b u i s n e s s was i n F a l l R i v e r and 
Bosto n , he b u i l t a b r i c k r e s i d e n c e w h i c h he made h i s permanent home. The n e x t 

j h a l f e e n t u r y would see summer homes w i n t e r i z e d and many h o u s i n g developements 
\ t h r o u g h o u t t h e town f o r y e a r - r o u n d l i v i n g . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

A s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s - Swansea, Ma. 1922 
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F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

1. Town Swansea 

Address 132 Bay P o i n t Road 

Name 
Present use r e s i d e n c e 

Present owner Dr. Henry G. L i n c o l n 

3. Description: 

Date 1922 

Source A s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s 

Style G e o r g i a n * ( 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north.^.^ 

Architect C l i p s t o n S t u r g i s , B oston 
— M» 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

a a 
Outbuildings (describe) 2-car b r i c k garage 

Other features 2 - s t o r y p o r t i c o w i t h 

£p\r-d n e r ;* 7_L? c T^d < 

f 

• ? r i ^ + " € K * f & D o r i c columns 

p 

D 

S 

i 

a 

D s o u t h t e r r a c e e n c l o s e d as Altered sun-porch n?atfect 1915 
Moved Date 

• 
5. Lot size: 

One acre or less Over one acre 1,6+ 

P 

Approximate frontage 200 f t . 

Approximate distance of building from street 
200 f t . 

6. Recorded by Ruth A. Waring (Mrs. E l l i s 
A ) 

Organization Swansea H i s t o r i c a l 
R E C E l V E D p a t e A**" ™* 

JUN<W1978 

MASS. HIST. COMM. ' 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Mr. H a r o l d H o r t o n Anthony 

Original use r e s i d e n c e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same t o p r e s e n t 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural -
Architectural y 
The Arts • 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development V 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l ; Mr. Anthony engaged a well-known Boston a r c h i t e c t , 
Mr. R. C l i p s t o n S t u r g i s , t o d e s i g n h i s r e s i d e n c e . The s t y l e i s 
G e o r g i a n . I t i s a b r i c k house w i t h w h i t e t r i m and c o n s i s t s of a 
c e n t r a l s e c t i o n w i t h two wings. There i s a p o r t i c o a t the f r o n t 
e n t r a n c e w i t h the r o o f s u p p o r t e d by f o u r D o r i c columns. As a 
r e s i d e n c e i t was unique i n Swansea i n 1922, 

Community Development; T h i s house was b u i l t on l a n d a t the end of 
Gardner*s Neck bought by H a r o l d Anthony's f a t h e r , D a v i d M. Anthony, 
i n 1883. The l a n d had been I n the Gardner f a m i l y from 169^ to 1867, 
and had. been used f o r f a r m i n g . Mr. D a v i d Anthony c o n t i n u e d t o 
ope r a t e a farm but i n 1896 he b u i l t a summer r e s i d e n c e f a c i n g the 
Mount Hope Bay. He s o l d some of h i s l a n d a l o n g Lee's R i v e r and the 
Bay t o F a l l R i v e r f a m i l i e s who s u b s e q u e n t l y f o l l o w e d h i s example and 
b u i l t summer homes a l s o . I n 1922, h i s son, H a r o l d , was i n the f o r e 
f r o n t of the movement t o make Swansea a suburban town. A l t h o u g h h i s 
b u s i n e s s was i n F a l l R i v e r and Bost o n , he b u i l t a b r i c k r e s i d e n c e 
w hich he made h i s permanent home. The next h a l f c e n t u r y would see 
summer homes w i n t e r i z e d and many h o u s i n g developments thr o u g h o u t 
the town f o r y e a r - r o u n d l i v i n g . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
A s s e s s o r ' s r e c o r d s - Swansea, Ma, 1922 


